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| livein aland of drying lakes, thinning ice and toppling trees. Coastal villages are eroding away, and the
permafrog is melting, releasing ever more carbondioxideinto theatmophee. For twenty years, | have served
asawildlife biologst in western Alaska, striving to learn more aboutthe mysteries of creation that we might
better care for it. And now, at thedawn of the 214 century, themore we learn, themore it is clear tha we have
nether theknowledgenar thewill to carefor it aswe should.

| was asked to write this article for Genesis V, to provide a perspective onthecrisis of globd climate change It
isachdlengetha | undetake with seriousmisgivings Genesis articles are inevitably confident and
congrudtive dispaches of achievement, ingirational communiqus of success and accomplishment.

Inthat vein, | could, asascientist, providealaundiy list of climate changepredictions and then provide you
with aroad map to planetary health. But you can find such resources anywhere these days N in the media, on-
ling at the office water cooler. For me, it would also bedishonest to take that approach, because | have come to
bdieve tha we lack thewill to use such information anyway. Ingead, | invite youto explore with me not globd
warming itself, butthe effects thecrisis has had on me as a Christian scientist who has dedicated hislife to
protecting the environment. In this article, | will share with you the dynamics of aflourishing persond despar
and thegenesis of a struggling hopetha may seem far too circumscribed to the optimists amongyou.

OWhat istruth?0

What is thetruth aboutglobd climate change? Before attempting to answer, let@ look at a more fundamental
question, QVhat is truth?0Standing before Jesus, Pilate raised that eterna question which becomes ever more
pressing in this era of relativism. Even beyondtherealm of ethics and morals, the borde's of truth become
hazier with each passing day. Alleged truths proliferate and metastasize throughoutcyberspace, where you can
find your every opinion canonized, every impulse confirmed with the grease of appaent authority and fact. The
great paadox of theInformation Ageistha the marvels of the Internet have reduced our certainty that the
information we receive is actudly accurate andreliable.

Congder events of therecent past. Did Al Gore or George Bush actudly receive more votesin Floridain the
2000€election?Are civilian casudtiesin Irag in thetensof thousndsas some claim or in the hundeeds of
thousndsas others assert? |s embryonic stem cell research truly the panacea tha both itsinformed and ignorant
advoces claim, or, despite thetensof millionsof dollars spent on embryonic stem cell research around the
world, isthe continuing litany of failure at finding solutionsto the well-known chdlenges in thisfield evidence
of aradically overblown optimism regarding its patential ?

What isthetruth aboutglobd climate change? Are theglobd climate paternswe see today truly anomalous?
Arethey beyondtherangeof previoudy observed or inferred change? |s human activity responsble? The
scionsof Socrates would have usthink that science can provide theanswers to these questions We are taught
tha science is objective, unbiased and definitive. Unfortunaely, as the debate aboutglobd climate change
illugrates, tha istoo often not the case. Despite protestationsto the contrary, thereis no conensusaboutthe
magnitude causes or implicationsof globd warming. The supreme courts of science have issued ther opinions
but they comprise ssimply majority decisions For al we know, they could be as wrongas the scientists of



Galileo@time, most of whomrejected his hypohesis of hdiocentrism because of its empirical, not theological,
inadequeties.

Regading globd climate, thereisasmall but persistent minority tha refutes the maority opinion, marshding
its own suite of data, modds and assumptions Because science is frequently biased, it should come asno
surprise that suppoters of the minority opinionindudethe usud sugpects N researchers sponsred by
corporationsor govenments interested in maintaining the statusquo. Many of theminority opinions however,
are voiced by researchers with no obviouspolitical or sodoeconormic prejudices.

Variable Responses

Althoughthe mgjority scientific opinions(i.e., globd warming is occurring and human activity is at least in part
responsble) appear to bewinning in the court of public opinion, tha result is notuniversal. Thedegree and
nature of uncertainty aboutglobd climate changeplays akey rolein limiting pesond and soda responssto
thecrisis. Consde the mediareaction to therecent report from the UN Intergovenmental Pand on Climate
Change Therepart confirmed that the plane is getting warmer, and tha thereis at least a 90 percent probability
tha human activity istheculprit.

In thewake of these straightforward condusons The New Y ork Times declared tha the debae about globd
warming is over, and The New Y orker prodaimed that it would be Guicidd Onot to take radical stepsto reverse
the process now. But Nationd Review Online pointed out tha the forecasts were less dire than thos in thelast
such report in 2001 and opined that climate scientists still don®really know what@ going on. The Wall Street
Joumd reflected that, because large scale climate changehas been happening for millennia, we should focuson
adapting to changeg rather than preventingit. Mog alarmingly, The Washington Pogt suggested that Orhe dirty
secret aboutglobd warmingis this: We have no solution.O

This uncertainty can paalyze thewell intentioned and grant license to those who exploit and profit from the
status quo. Some claim tha theeconomic cogs of implementing changes are too high, given the degree of
uncertainty aboutthe processes we hopeto reverse. Othe's contend tha, even given theuncertainty, therisk of
failingto act is ssimply too great to beignored, and tha we mug accept the progoects of short-term econormic
hardship to ensure a hedlthy biophee. Others claim that we can have our cake and ezt it, too N economic
profit and a healthy environment. Althoughthis pasitionis probably true at small scales now, and perhagps
genedly truedecades hence, it fails to accountfor either the magnitudeof the problems we appaently face
right now, or theradical stepstha will berequired to turn thingsaround

Debae abouthowto proceed is notlimited to the secular areng; it resonaes throughthe Church as well. Among
themany issues of sodal judice confronting ustoday, where should followers of Christ putther emphasis?
Adheents of aparticular interpretation of the Geamless garmentOtheology see the care of creation as oneof
many humen lifeQissues, all of which merit equd attention. They often castigate those in the Church who
define humen life issues more narowly by elevating certain topics aboveothes. Those who focustheir
attention onissues directly relating to the sacred nature of human lifeitself (e.g., abartion), as oppo®d to the
Qqudity of lifeOtopics often championed by ther ideological, theological or political opponets, might respond
in thewordsof Richad Neuhaus Orhedefense of the dignity of the human person at the points of his or her
greatest vulnerability isthefoundaion of sodal justice. If we don®get thisissue of sodal judtice right, we will
notget anything right&(Orhe Public Squae,OFirst Things169 Januay 2007).

| agree with Fr. Neuhaus If we, as a sodety, lack thewill, clarity of vision and compassion to protect
congstently and unequivocally those mog vulnerable anmongus how can we have thehubtis to assume tha we
have thewisdomnecessary for dealing with theeconomic, soda and ecological complexities of global climate
change? If, despite thebiological evidence, we have such adifficult time deciding when human life begins, how
can we possibly moveforward on responding to globd climate change given the phenomenon®inheent
uncertainties?



Can the Planet Be Saved?

For argumentsCsake, et stipulate the twin premises of globd climate change first, theglobd environmentiis,
on average getingwarmer, and second, human activity is at least patially responsble. Given the
prepondeance, if notunanimity, of the scientific evidence, | am persondly convinced of both points. So, how
do we respond?More to the point, isthere reason to hope&? Do we throw up our hands as The Washington Pog
implied, or can the planet be saved?

In adifferent context, tha was the same question | asked myself 30 years ago. You editor and | worked
separate jobsin downtown San Frandsco that summer. Each evening, we@ ride home together, discussing all
that we would need to do as Christiansin order to Gave the world.OBeyond the sophomoric presumptuousiess
inhaent in conddering the progect of, let alonethe need for, repeating JesusQuniqueand sufficient salvific
work, we were confident in sodiety@ ability to meet any chdlenge nudgel along, of course, by our humble
efforts. We combined a naural American optimism with thelgnéian search for Godin al things In retrogect,
| sugpect tha combination yielded a creeping Pelagianism, far too confident in our ability to dictate our fate and
thefate of sodeties, let dlonethefate of theplanet. Three decades later, my own life experiences and a better
appreciation of themagnitudeof evil in the20th and early 214 century leave me much more comfortable with
AugugineB theology of fallen humanity. The Roddenbeyesquedream of a human sodety embarking ona
unidirectiond quest for sodal maturity seems hopdessy nave. Althoughsin may have been excised fromthe
Fedeation,itisaive andwell intherea universe.

So, can we Gave theworld?20And if so, whose responsbility isit? Some would say thé it is up to governments
to enact and enforce policiestha will reduce and ultimately reverse the processes tha have led to globd climate
change Regrettably, thetrack record of governments is not encouraging. Our own county congicuousy
refused to signthe Kyoto accords in part because of concernstha theU.S. would be at an econonic
disadvantagerelative to two of the21g century@ largest polluters, Chinaand India, counties that would not be
boundby the accords Even among signaories to the accords however, there has been a natable lack of
progress toward achieving thelimited redudionsof greenhou® gases specified in the agreement.

Governments have often played catch-up when it comesto big issues of judice in our history. During both the
batle agang davery and, acentury later, thebatle for fuller civil rights, individud citizensorganized and led
thefight, and thegovanment eventudly followed along. So, does citizen action portend well for a positive
resolution to theclimate crisis? Consde thetwo aforementionead batles. In thefightfor emandpaion, many
abolitionists both spokeout and risked thear reputations careers and even lives to hdp free daves. During the
struggle for civil rights, advocates of jugtice spokeout, butthen aso marched and laundched voter registration
drives. Some gave thar livesin theeffort.

Such commitment is nat congicuouswhen it comes to environmental activism. Scientists, politiciansand NGO
representatives speak out aboutthe magnitudeandtiming of the climate crisis and then burn fossil fudsdriving
home to the sububsand flyingto globd conferences aroundtheworld. A colleagueof mine serves as an apt
metaphorfor the contradiction. In he professiond life, sheaggressively strives to limit theimpacts of rural
development on migratory birds In her persond life, however, sheingsts ondrivingan SUV inthecity because
they have a better safety record in crashes than smaller cars. Some would call for more radical commitment.
Like JohnBrown during the mid-19th century batle over davery, small bandsof ecoterrorists see violence as a
solution to today@® problems, butit is unlikely tha their misguided efforts will spark asodetal conflict leading
to greater environmental responsbility.

Fossil fud consumptionisagoodindex of how seriouswe are as a nation aboutthe climate criss. We currently
use abouta quater of al energy produced globdly. Sincethe Torrey Canyonoil spill disaster and the Arab oil
embargoin theearly 1970s we have known tha there are significant ecological and geopoilitical risksto
dependence onfossil fuds. We have known of these risks for three decades, long before there was a hint of



concern aboutglobd warming. In al tha time, what have we accomplished? Progress on redudng consumption
has been dwarfed by increases. In 1973,we imported 35 percent of our oil; today weimport 60 percent. Take a
look at theroads Yes, there are more cars with higher fud efficiency; there are hybridsand other new
technologies in development, butthere are also more gas-guzlers on theroad. As anation enamored of
Hummers and NASCAR, we have till not grown up. Ingead, we send our children to fightin a desert floating
onaseaof oil, while oceans of water threaten to inundde our coastlines.

Some mightarguetha even in times of crisis, thewhedls of respong® and changeturn dowly. Agan, however,
history reveals a striking dissmilarity between past nationd crises and the present. Less than five years passed
between that hot summer in Philadd phia and thevictory at Y orktown, between the fireworks over Charleston
Harbor and the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment, between Pearl Harbor and Hiroshima. It took less than
10 years to make tha giant leap for mankind, from a President® ingiration to the first human footprint on the
dugy luna surface.

Thegreat era of luna exploration coindded with the birth of themodern environmental movement. Some
would say tha memorable phobgraph of our preciousblue home abovetheluna landsape aimog laundhed the
environmental movement. Y et nearly 40 years later, thebiogpheae continues to degrade People are not giving
upther cars, are nat increasing the use of mass trandt and are moving farther from, rather than closer to, places
of work. Americansare amazingly (and disturbingly) dodle toward the abridgement of civil libertiesin theface
of potentia terrorism but distressingly stubbomn aboutceding civic freedomand economic potentia in theface
of aglobd meltdown.

The Anatomy of Despair

(He was shaken by the overwhdming revelation that the headlong race between his misfortuneandhis dreams
wasat that moment reaching thefinish line. Therest was darkness.O
N Gabriel GarciaMirquez, OThe Genera in His LabyrinthO

Althoughl don®quite feel the same sense of persond apoalypse tha struck the dying General Sim—a Bol'var
in Mirquez@ novd, this passage resonaes with me more than | would wish. Like the accel erating dissolution of
the South American union tha Bol’var strugded to create, themisfortunetha | experience isnotminealone It
isour corporate misfortuneto be sharing adying world while hdding the cure in our hands We ssimply lack the
will to useit, settlingingead, whether we admit it or not, for the pathetic consolation tha, by the time the great
blue biogphae windsdown, erodes away, and findly unravels, our generationwill begone

Thethreat of globd climate changehas triggered the great crisis of faith in my adult life, notin termsof faith in
God, butfaith in humanity. If therichest, mos powerful, mog politically blessed county on earth cannot
muder thewill and resources to attack the problem serioudy, whowill? As achild, asateenager, asa
university student, | was confident that with enoughknowledgeand know-how, environmental crises could be
averted. Now, | nolonge bdieve tha.

Astheyears go by, | spend more and more timefeeling like | dowhen | visit Hawaii. For someonewriting
while ablizzard howis in subzero temperatures outside his window, tha might seem like agoodthing, butit
isn@ Asabiologigt, | lovebdngin Hawaii, reveling in therain forests, the volcanoes and the coral reefs. At the
same time, however, the experience is aways bittersweet. So much of the biological richness of theislandswas
degraded or destroyed in the centuries of human occupdion before our own lifetimes, and the wave of
destruction has not yet crested. Degraddion of habitats, introduced pests and widespread extinctionshave left
theHawaiian biotajus a shadow of itsformer glory. | experience joy when | see aflaming scarlet iiwi flit about
an ohia blossom and probefor nectar with itslongpink bill, butl also feel ahollow pan of regret for al its
feathered relatives tha have disappeared forever and will notbe seen again. Now, with the specter of globd



warming loomngon our collective horizon, that ragged ache has become my bittersweet companion wherever |
am N in Alaska, the Everglades, the Sierra Nevada, the Appdachians

At times, | feel like Denethor, steward of Gondor, after gazing into thedark crystal of thepdantir. | see nothing
but death and destruction. Have my visonsbeen darkened by thedak lord?Have | been blinded to the
possibility of hope? What doesit take to belike Aragom, to lookinto the same dark crystal, to see the death of
his bdoved, and ill have the strength and the courage to venture to Mordar to do batle againg evil? How does
onepersevere in theface of despar and appaent hopdessness? How can onedeclare, like Aragom, OThereis
always hopeOHow can onesoa like Johnof the Cross?:

Csomehow, | continued to go athousandfold beyond reaching; heaven grants to the beseeching what they earn
throughhope For no prize butthe prey would | tarry, and hoperaised me by and by untl | was so high, so high
tha | closed uponthequary.O

The Anatomy of Hope

As aChristian, my vision is drawn high to the slopes of Calvary. Where do we find hopeat Satan@festival of
desth? Althoughl suspect that Kazantzakis and Scorsese both overstated and miscongrued JesusQOlast
temptation, | agree with them tha he amog certainly was tempted to despar when he hunguponthecross. As
Hebrewstellsus He was like usin al thingsbutsin (Heb 4:15). Jesus could not blithdy pirouete past the
roadblock of temptation; hehad to corfrontit. How el se can we make sense of his cry, Vly God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?O(Mark 15:34). Was it merely a headlinefor thetermind optimism of Psalm 22, or was
it agenuine pleaof existential despar?

When Neo chooss to save Trinity in Matrix Reloaded, the Architect smirks, Hope It is the quintessential
human ddusion, smultaneoudy the source of your greatest strength and your greatest weakness.OHere, at the
apogee of thar entertaining technobdoble, the brothers Wachowski nearly formulate the truth ultimately
revealed fromthe summit of Calvary: Hopeis nota dduson, because in our greatest weakness, we find our
grestest strength. QVe preach Christ crudfied, a stcumbling blodk to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who
are caled, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and thewisdom of God. For thefoolishness of God
iswiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronge than menQ(1 Corinthians 1:23-25).

But the hopetha flows from Calvary is an eschaological hope notatempora one A great chasm yawns
between my spiritud hopes and my secular hopes, my confident hopefor a future with Christ and my waning
hopefor afuture of planetary hedlth. | longfor a connection, a continuity, aflow joining oneto theother. Asl
search for ameansto hedl tha rift, | encounter a paradox. | findtha | am both adisillusoned biologist and a
hopédul deacon.In my ministry as adeacon, | see no greater progpect of visible successthan | doasa
congervation biologist. | baptize, | catechize adults and children, | visit thesick and lead liturgies for prisones, |
preach at Mass, and | doit all with no empirically-based confidence tha my wordswill take root and bear fruit
for Christ. And yet, aware of my own sinfulness and limitations and confronted continuousy with theevidence
of sninthelives of othes, | exercise my ministry with peace, joy and afirm hopetha God will use my poor
efforts to achieve hiswill for me and others. | have great faith in thewords of Isaiah: GFor astherain and the
snow come down from heaven, and return not thither but water the earth, makingit bring forth and sprout E so
shdl my word betha goes forth from my mouth; it shdl notreturn to me empty, butit shdl accomplish that
which | purpose, and progper in thething for which | sent itO(Isaiah 55:10-11),

Why does such a gap exist between the poles of my twin hopes? Saving soulsis clearly God®@will, but is saving
the planet? Will theunraveling of the biogphere lead to aradical redudionin the planet® capacity to suppot
life? Will it then limp alongfor centuries or millennia, perhgposrecovering, but perhgpsnot, until the Parousa?
Or isthedescending spira adirect and rapid path to imminent eschatologica fulfillment and renewal, to the
arriva of the New Jerusalem, the new heaven and the new earth within our own lifetimes? If thelatter, does tha
rende al of our efforts to protect the environment useless and contrary to God® ultimate design and pumpos?
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We cannotknow for sure. Y et, my gutstell me that an active eschaological hope open to the possibility of
imminent fulfillment, cannotbean excuse to abandon ecological hope ahopefor therestoration of our oikos
My passion for the environment arose out of the enjoyment and ingiration tha awaited me whenever | steppeal
or swam in wild, naura places. Tha passion matured in therealization tha | wanted to share tha sense of
wonde and peace and amazement with others, in the undestanding that we as humansneed wild places to
restore and ingpire us to reveal ourselvesto ourselves. We need wild places so tha we can hear God.

Many of my mos profoundexperiences with God have occurred in thewilderness N onthe Y ukonDelta, in
theRocky Mountins in the Surinamese rainforest. Such encounters with God, infused with the glory of his
creation, serve as toudhgonesin my life. Fleeting foretastes of the heavenly banque, thar memory fortifies my
faith in moments of doubtand spiritud aridity. My experiencesin naure are notunique For many people, ther
mog intimate experiences with God occur in wild places, far fromthe disruption and distraction of humanity.
And théa raises yet another troubling paradox. If we are madein God@image, if the God-man Jesus Christ
broughteverything together in himself (Ephesians1:10), why isit that for so many people, God@®@ presence is
most manifest where human presence is least obvious? Perhgpstheroot of tha paradox can betraced to Eden.
At the creation, we were madein God®@ image, buttha image was tarnished pretty early onin our higtory. The
consquences of thefall have adud effect. First, the corruption of humanity, our sinfulness, the havoc we
unnecessarily wreak on thenaural world, naurally lead those who appreciate God® creation to seek those
areas Where it has not yet been trammeled by human greed, arrogance and shortsightedness. At thesame time,
we see now only darkly, and all too often, we fail to see the goodin human life, human naure, human
enterprise. Like Denethor peeringinto the pdantir, the consequences of sin sometimes limit our vision to the
darker images.

Healing Wounds

For me, my love of biologyis both ablessing and a curse. It has been a blessing because it draws me into the
wild; it provides oppotunities to love both the creation and the Creator. At thesametime, it isacurse because |
find naure endlessy distracting. Even when | escapeto nature explicitly to spend time with God, my ingrained
need to observe and question causes my prayer to detour and dissolve into casud scientific inqury. When | see
with the eyes of the scientist, | cannotlisten with the ear of the mystic.

| have no such problem before the Blessed Sacrament. | encounter my Lord mog congstently in the Eucharist
and can pray mog effectively before thetabernacle. It isherethat | literaly find communion, where thedivine
and the human, the natural and the supenaural, come togeher. | knedl before the onethroughwhomtheentire
universe was created, | knedl before atabernacle within a church, | kneel in theflickering beams of acandle or
by thelightglorioudy filtered througha mosaic of stained glass. And all of them were consecrated by human
handsN thetabernacle, the church, the candle, theglass, even the Sacrament itself. Althougha redwood
cathedral can reveal God in needle, branch, fern and wren, | find amore focused revelation in a cathedral of
glass and wood and stone There | can more clearly perceive His essential nature as Trinity N a community of
personsseeking intimacy with us hisfrail and flawed creatures.

And so, as| seek a pah tha mightmend the great tear in thefabric of my hope | seek the Blessed Sacrament.
In my home parish, at the Church of thelmmaculate Conception here in Bethd, Alaska, agreat baik hanging
adomsoneside of the Church@ interior eastern wall. The batik is about 20 feet high and 5 feet wide,
plummeting nearly fromthe ceiling, then cascading over thesmall altar of repose where the Blessed Sacrament
resdes, before comingto rest onthefloor of the sanctuary. Theimages onthebaik are enormoussalmon, the
source of lifefor many wholive here alongthebanks of the Kuskokwim River. These great pastel-colored fish,
muted crimson and violet and orange are al straining upward agang theflow, striving heavenward, in a
desperate, hookjawed frenzy of self-sacrifice, racing to givether lives so tha they might create life.



There, in the swirling school of salmon, | find thebandage to heal my wound The ggp between my growing
hopein God® promises and my dying hopefor theworld hecreated is spanned by thetautly stretched body of
his Son onthecross, theonewho gave hislife tha we mightlive. That ggp islikethe pde band of light
between the dark honzon and dark cloudsat davn. When the sunrises, itslightfloodsthegap, illuminating
both the earth and the clouds Thedarkness of futility and the darkness of the unknown are both dispersed,
bahed in shades of scarlet. Ot pleased God to make absolute fullness residein him and, by meansof him, to
recondle everythingin his person, on earth and in the heavens, making pesce throughthe blood of his crossO
(Colossians1:19-20).

The Frontiersof Hope

Q..even asaboy, | knew a gesture might mean life or death, and | beieved the universe wassimilarly
triggaed.ODBarry Lopez, River Notes

In an erawhen the potential for environmental apocalypse is both overblown and undeappreciated, agestureis
called for. Despite the odds despite the probability tha our efforts will befutile, we are called to serve. We are
called to participate in adoomed campagn, aforlorn hope We can draw iniration fromthe great heroes of
history and legend. We can stand with the Spartansat Themopylae, with PopeL eo before Attilaor St. Frands
before the sultan, with Don Quixote before thewindmills. When aweary Frodoasks, QVhat are we holding on
to?Owe can stand alongsde Sam in theruins of Osgiliath, and answer, Orhat there@ some goodin theworld,
Mr. Frodg andit® worth fightingfor.O

Mog importantly, we should stand with thewomen before thecross, for there, and there aone can we be
assured that On everything God works for goodfor those who love himO(Romans 8:28). ThroughChrist®
sacrificial love al futility is given meaning (Romans 8:20-21), absurdity ismadewisdom (1 Cor. 1:21), sorrow
becomes joy, and theweary and broken-down will berenewed (Revelation 21:4-5). At thefoot of thecross we
begin to undestand wha it meansto love

Christ commandsusto love God with all tha we have and all tha we are, and he commandsusto love our
neghbasas ourselves (Mark 12:29-31). Thislovemud notjud extend to those who share theworld with us
now. As JohnPaul Il emphasized, we mug also love our néghborsin time, those whowill follow usin the
years and decades ahead. We are pilgrims here, and we should leave our home better than we foundit, tha
future generationsmay yet prosper. | want othe's to share thejoy and wonde and surprise of God@® creation,
andwill dowha | can to contribute to tha end.

Mother Teresaremindeal ustha we are called to faithfulness, not success. Her words provide a welcomed
breath of liberation. Blessedly, our efforts on behdf of those who follow usneed not be measured by whether or
notwe ultimately succeed in Gaving theworld.OThey are not dependent uponearth@finad destiny, because
tha resolution is ultimately in God@hands Alongtheway to tha find day, however, if children and parents
and grandpaents still have wild places in which to play and pray, then | will have contributed to something
important. Our efforts, our gestures today, might make it possible for future pilgrims to have a moment of
respite and refreshment. Even on awoundel plang, future souls may still share a moment of intimacy with thar
creator when they behold theremnants of wha He created.

Perhgps for me, that hopeis enough.It does not bring perfect peace, it does not bring contentment, but perhaps
itisenough.It isan impeafect hopetha strengthens my heart, yet leavesit unsttled. Andtha ishowit should
be A hopetha left usperfectly content in thislife would beafase hope Auguginewas oneof many wise
souls who realized this, as he said, GDur hearts are restless, O Lord, until they rest in you.OUntil that blessed
day, we remain sojoumers and seekers. Until then, these light breezes of hopeare enoughto fill my sails. They
will sugain me untl at last, at theend of al things | can see safe harbor in the distance. They will comfort and



ingire me until | see, in thewords of Ganddf, Qvhite shores, and beyond,afar green county unde a swift
sunrise.0

Podscript )
Qt is posible| amwrong.Itisimpossible to speak with certainty aboutvery much.O
N Barry Lopez, (River NotesO

Perhgps my hopefor theplanet istoo condrained; perhgps my pessimism is unwarranted given the scopeand
grandeur of human achievement across the centuries. Shackled by a cynical empiricism, | may have

miscal culated the magnitudeof resilience and promise in both humanity and theworld. If so, | beg you to prove
me wrong.Dare to save the plandt. Learn everything tha you can aboutglobd climate change but more
importantly, take significant action. Act as an individud and a citizen in both the persond sphae and the
political. Dare to chdlengethe corrodve assumption tha unlimited economic growth is thepanaceafor the
world@ills and the avatar of hurman aspiration. The world is suffering, much of it dueto our own sinful
struggles for power and security. QVe know tha al creation groansandisin agonyeven untl now,Obut Ghe
whole created world eagerly awaits the revelation of the sonsof GodQ(Romans 8:22, 19). Dare to berevealed
to theworld as children of God, courageousenoudh to sacrifice, bold enoughto hope foolish enoughto bdieve
tha redemption and healing doindeed flow from the bruised and bloodied savior hanging onthecross. v
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